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From Rubble to Rejoicing (Nehemiah) - 9

Hello, listening friends.
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We are delighted that you tuned in and
knowing that this program is a blessing to you.
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| want to thank all of you who have written to
us,
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and | hope that more of you would write and let
us know how this program is helping you.
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I want to begin by telling you a story that
comes from a very ancient culture.
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At a certain age, young males had to go alone
into the wilderness.

BATZB T RAFER, BAE PR
o

They had to go to a place of complete solitude.
b o 2R 3 T N 3

Each had only to rely on his wit, a knife and a
blanket to survive.
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It was a rite of passage into manhood.
KRR LT HNBFER SR .
One such youth hiked into a beautiful valley.
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This valley was green with trees and lush with
beautiful flowers.
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There, he fasted;
e HAA

but, on the third day, as he looked up at the
surrounding mountains,
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he noticed one tall, ragged peak capped with
dazzling snow.

by R B HE A L S

He said to himself, “I am going to test myself
against that mountain;”

fibxd B S, FEREZ L.

so, he threw his blanket over his shoulder and
set off to climb the peak.
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When he reached the top, he stood on the rim of
the world.
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He could see forever and his heart swelled with
pride.
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“I have made it,” he said;
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then, he heard the rustling at his feet.
SR TN b R S =

and when he looked down, he saw a snake;
fAETE, WH—KiE.

and the snake said to him,

LEROKIENE

“I am about to die.”

RIS T,

“It is too cold for me here and I’'m freezing.”
KK, TMEHRILT

“There is no food and I’m starving.”
BHMWH], RIRMEIE T

“Put me under your shirt. Take me down to the
valley.”
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“No,” said the young man.
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“I am forewarned about you.”

B NEGER,

“I know your kind.”
a2,
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“You are poisonous.”
pr 4 =
H#H.

“If I pick you up, you will bite and your bite
will kill me.”

AR, R, bR
B

“Not so,” said the snake,
Mg A,

“I will treat you differently.”
BA SRR

“If you do this for me, you will be special. I
will not harm you.”

IARAIRE R, VKRR, ASNH
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After resisting for a while,

HFHEABL T =)L,

the youth found his snake to be very
persuasive;

IEAR A VLR,

so he tucked the snake under his shirt and
carried it down to the valley;
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then, he laid it gently on the grass;
AT AL F M b

but, suddenly, the snake coiled and leaped,
biting him on the leg.
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“But you promised!” cried the youth as he lie
dying;
HAEIMSEATRE UL, RS RO AR
but the snake said to him as it slithered away,
e — e —A i,

“You knew what | was when you picked me
up.”
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My friends, Nehemiah’s dealings with enemy is
quite a contrast to this story of this young man.
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HAPRHFERAMA-,

Nehemiah’s model of leadership makes us stop
and take notice.
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Whether you are an important person, or young,
or just starting your career,

ARIRE & EER, BUEFERNITFEI,
Nehemiah’s leadership is relevant to you.
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If you are a parent or a teacher,
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Nehemiah’s leadership is relevant to you,
JEA KBS HMEAFIRBE -

and, if any of you is joining this broadcast for
the first time,

URAR A R A2 — U AT H

| want you to know that we are in the middle of
a series of messages from the book of
Nehemiah;

FATIEAE Y JE A K B B

but before we look at the 6™ Chapter of
Nehemiah, I want to summarize the last few

passages.
TES e A K028 6 Tal, haRATI > —
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Nehemiah was comfortable as cup-bearer to the
King of Persia.

JEA K FRPT ERNEL FRELLL.

He was a man who was born and grew up in
exile.
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God favored him and gave him the King’s ear,

A, AF E TS AT
and Nehemiah heard the call of God.
Je A KW B#p ) eE 4,

He saw the need and he became part of the
solution.

fhE WA TE, ks .
He relied on the power of God,
fibu Ay SE A K BE

and Nehemiah said in effect,

fiEL 2 i :

“God, if You equip me and send me, I will go
to Jerusalem.”
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So, with the King’s blessings, he returned to

Jerusalem and began to rebuild the wall of the
city.

T, A 7HETERRAE, s 2 HE RS
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He relied on the direction of God.
RO
He said in effect,
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“God, if Your face goes before me, | will go
and reflect Your glory;”

g N ERGEEIRET I, TR E R BART
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thus, Nehemiah returned and saw the awesome
task ahead;

FUXFE, JeAKEE T, A WA 2 4
MR E AR,

but he kept his eyes on God’s vision,

1B fh 7€ Hig A 2244,

and he challenged the people saying, “Let’s rise
and build.”
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During the building program, Nehemiah
experienced all kinds of opposition.
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Some of his enemies were subtle. Some were
not very subtle.

A LEENAEIIAL, HEEAERT AL,

Attacks were launched upon him in order to
destroy the building effort.
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He faced ridicule, slander, intimidation and
manipulation.

M XSS . B%iss . RIR . ERYUFIEE
He faced lies, treachery and fraud.

M T S« BT AERVE .

He faced a financial crisis of great proportions;

b T X 7 T BUE L

but, by keeping his eyes focused on God, the
building continued.

B ERSEM B b, SRS EE i) TR

and, here, in Chapter 6, we find the work
almost finished,

B 7EHNE, BRI,
however, his enemies were not finished.

SRR AANH AR

His enemies finally decided that if they could
not destroy the work,

AT PULRC T E dety, BLRAREHESR TR,
they would endeavor to destroy the worker.
AT A A R TN

Now, if you have a Bible, please turn to
Nehemiah, Chapter 6, beginning at verse 1.
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Nehemiah 6:1.
JeAKIL 6 171,
The first way his enemies tried to destroy him

was by trying to entice Nehemiah to
compromise.

B, ECN TR KA, 5515 e A KR
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Now that the job wasn’t quite finished yet,
TR BIE A A58

but the walls were up,

WhE DA BEALER T,

but the gates have not yet been hung on the
Temple.

R 2B T TR %%

Some of you listening may know all about
these last minute problems in building projects.

AL A ATRESRNE, @B TS T &k
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The project was still vulnerable if they could
discredit the leader.

IR RIS TR

Right at that point, Sanballat and Geshem sent
Nehemiah a message.

LXK, ZERMEFRES EAmK,
They sent four messages to be exact.

— LR PO T

They said, “Let’s get together.”

AT LEFRAIAE

“Let’s negotiate.”

EIRATRZ

“Let’s discuss this.”

EIRATR R

“Come meet with us on the plains of Ono.”

AEFATIAE ST J I i

Now, the plains of Ono are beautiful valley
were located about 20 miles north of Jerusalem.

B~ B A2 — AN SE T LA, KL HI B L
7 LA 20 M A
Now, this was very enticing for a man who had

been working hard with bricks and stones and
mortar.

R AR A 2 55 TAFI K
Ui, HAIRKHIR G 7.

They kept at him.
Al AT A Wi b i e A
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“Listen, Nehemiah, we haven’t seen eye to eye
in the past but let’s get together and go away
for a few days and talk.”

Jefi A, RN —EERANIA TR
iRk, WS LR, AEBRAT I LT
ISR

“Take a well-deserved vacation.”
WAZE BREUR 1 »
“Soften your hardness.”

AR 2 o[ !

Ono was about half-way between Jerusalem
and Samaria;

(TE7 Y AR Y1125 1 eRa SIE 1 B PRI R A S S 3 ol
so, they were saying to him, “Let’s meet half-
way.”
Bk, ARG FATEE— DR
“Come here and let’s compromise. Come to
Ono.”

SR HRAEFRATE AR Z

Nehemiah heard them say, “Come to Ono,” and
he said, “Oh, no.”

JEA K U EE BRI, AT ARIE 26
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My listening friends, | want to make this very
Clear.

PRENIMA ALIRIETE R S IR,

There are times when the right kind of
compromises can be a positive thing.

T2 P A I S (1,

Compromise is necessary in all kinds of
relationships.

FEARAT SR A AR AT A0 222 W

Compromise can be necessary in business
negotiations and in working out contracts.

ML A 5 BB R, T EZ ),

Compromise is something necessary between
colleagues and friends.

Rl AN 2 TRl A AL ,

There are many areas where compromise can
be very helpful and important

FERLETTI, % P B EAT 2

Marriage is a relationship were compromise is
often necessary and valuable.
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When the matter does not affect spiritual or
biblical issues, compromise can be a positive
thing.

WRA W B RAEL RN, 2 ha] Ll
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When the matter does not affect moral or
ethical issues, compromise can be a positive
thing;

WERAZ W TEEFMC IR T S, ZW] L
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but, my listening friends, what | am going to
tell you is very important.

SR, SEEMIIR, IAERE S IR —IHR
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When it comes to the truth of the Scripture,

HIRATHEN LW H

when it comes to Biblical morality,
ELWTETE

when it comes to spiritual conviction,
J& REE S

there can be no compromise.
TR 2 0 AR

The Apostle Paul was very aware of the
temptation for believers to compromise,

R D IRTE R, B BB Z
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so he told the church, in Corinth in 1l
Corinthians 11:3,

FERFMZ JE 45 11 & 55 31 HL, fibxf ARk
HWEHED

“Be careful about this distinction.”

P AAPRATE OB T4, 2% 2508 1) B e
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When you compromise moral, spiritual and
biblical principles,

M RTETE 18 R AN L2 B R ) 2
you are like the young man who put the snake
in his pocket.

RAAB A TEIE T 1A% B 4F —FF,
You are collaborating with the enemy.
IRERTN 2] 25

In Nehemiah’s case, compromise would have
been deadly.

FEEAT KA B, 2 2 DAELAR
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Compromising with the enemy has ruined more
believers than any other factor.

MIENZ W, HEHA AR AT R 3R B e i S5 — A
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In Nehemiah’s case, compromise would have
led to the destruction of the wall.

XHEA KA, 2 i B

His enemies said to him, “Come down,
Nehemiah. Let’s discuss the matter,”

BB, Jefok, RERIRATH &R
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and Nehemiah said, “No.”

Je A Kut, A

He said “No” once.

fl— A,

He said “No” twice,

L AN,

and he said “No” three times,

il = RBEAN

and he said “No” four times.

DY R BEAS o

Nehemiah said,

Je A K

“I am doing a great work for God. I cannot
come down.”

WAL PBER T, ARET %

Nehemiah was not suggesting that building the
wall was a great work because he was doing it.

JeAmAKIARYL, BOARMAATIH, Bl
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No.
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Rebuilding the wall was great because God was
doing it,
AR R TR, RO TAE,
and Nehemiah was making himself available
for God.
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When you are serving the Lord, Jesus Christ,
you are doing great work.
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When you are working where God has placed
you,

YRAEA PR AL E B AR,

whatever that work may be,
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you are serving the Lord.
PRARAE A5 o

Nehemiah refused to be detoured into areas of
his own and others’ choosing.

Jé i KAE L a3 B
“I will not come down,” he said.

fibiit, JAT %,

As believers, we must refuse to get side-tracked
from our great work that God called us to do.

OB, BATBAHELERE T, ST
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Believers must stand by the Word of God and
do what God calls them to do.

SRR AUEAT AR RS, AR AT R A
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My listening friends, please listen carefully as |
conclude.
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There are thousands of good things that we can
be involved in,

A VF 2 3 A TH AT L LA,

but we must only do what God calls us to do.
{EHIATH BEEA P JRATT 25 =
Had Nehemiah gone to Ono,

AR JE A KL 7RI IR,

the whole project would have been sabotaged.
BN E ) TR SR

Four times Nehemiah said, “I will not come
down.”

JeAm AP, A
“I will not give in.”
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“I will not compromise.”
RAZH,

“I will not capitulate.”

HAE

My friend, | want you to tune in next time when
we will see what other methods Nehemiah’s
enemy tried to use to destroy him;

RRWIMA, W NIRRT H
WELVMR, JE A KPIEN an a5 H At
J7 iRt

and, until that time, [ wish you God’s richest

blessing.
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